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From: gwalters@buffnet.net
To: Mike Powell
Date: Wed, Apr 2,2003 4:03 AM
Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcastownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changesthe Commission
plans to make.

If mediaownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

Gary Walters £
1 White Water CT X PA -
Hamburg, New York 14075-1868 !A"{TF: OF; LAT[: -
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From: gwalters@buffnet.net
To: Michael Copps
Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 4:03 AM
Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process
FCC CommissionerMichael C. Copps EX PA ATE OR LATE &1 ED

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently

considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership S L ey
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these ' o
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers
that could reduce competitionand diversity in the
media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and commenton any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believethat additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

Gary Walters
1White Water CT
Hamburg, New York 14075-1868
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From: naoko@climbingupthewalls.zzn.com

To: Mike Powell

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 6:35 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

o EX PARTE OF LATE FILED
FCC Chairman lichael K. Powell

445 12th Streel SW
Washington,D' 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently

considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers A0 O apny
that could reduce competition and diversity in the o e
media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the contentand slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of culturaland political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional inputfrom the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and commenton any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

naoko yokota
3490 dune lane
La Verne, California 91750
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From: naoko@climbingupthewalls.zzn.com

To: Michael Copps

Date: Wed, Apr 2,2003 6:35 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps EX PAMTE OF LATE 7 JLED

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently

considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these T
ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers Fas
that could reduce competition and diversity in the .
media. e

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the contentand slant of

lacal news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

naoko yokota
3490 dune lane
LaVerne, California91750
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From: lindaha57 @hotmail.com
To: Mike Powell
Date: Wed, Apr 2,2003 6:35 AM
Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process
EX PATYTE: . .
FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell =X PARITE OF LATE FILED

445 12th Street. SW
Washington, OC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently

considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership e ) ik
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these o
rule$would likely open the door to numerous mergers
that could reduce competition and diversity in the
media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and commenton any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local mediafor advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on mediaownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no publiccomment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:lindaha57@hotmail.com
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Sincerely,

Linda C Hayes
348 Garrison Place
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452



| Sharon Jenkins - Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process ~Page"

From: lindaha57@hotmail.com

To: Michael Copps

Date_: Wed, Apr 2,2003 6:35 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps £X PAOTE OFt LATE FILED

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently

considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers e .
that could reduce competition and diversity inthe R
media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must havethe opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a movewould reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

Iencourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:lindaha57@hotmail.com

: Sharon.Jenkins - Preserve Media D|verS|ty Keep the’ FCC Rulemaklng an Oﬁen‘Process P 2
e — age 2

Sincerely,

Linda C Hayes
348 Garrison Place
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452
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From: fort0086@umn.edu

To: Mike Powell

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 6:35 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the contentand slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

Iencourageyou to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Cornmission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.

EX PANTE Oft LATE FILED


mailto:fort0086@umn.edu

Sincerely,

Kim Fortin
401 9th St. SE #305
Minneapolis,Minnesota 55414

Sharon Jenkins - Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process _
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From: forto086@umn.edu

To: Michael Copps

Date: Wed, Apr 2,2003 &:35 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

= BANTE OF LATE FILED
FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps EX PANTE OF LATE FI

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership .
rules. Repeal or significant modification of these L
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers
that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use iocal media for advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

Kim Fortin
401 9th St. SE#305
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414
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From: naoko@climbingupthewalls.zzn.com

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Wed, Apr 2,2003 6:36 AM

Subject Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy, X FANTE OF ( ATE FILE

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourageyou to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keepthe rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

naoko yokota
3490 dune lane
La Verne, California 91750
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From: lindaha57 @hotmail.com
To: Kathleen Abernathy
Date_z: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 6:36 AM
Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process
FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Ex p .
X PANTE o LATE
Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy, - TE ~1 { EU

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently

considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these A
rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers
that could reduce competition and diversity in the
media. S e e

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final .

form, the public must have the opportunityto review : U g
and comment on any specific changes the Commission g
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a movewould reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no publiccomment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

publicwill help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourageyou to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
ruleisissued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.

_ Paget]
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Sincerely,

Linda C Hayes
348 Garrison Place
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452
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From: fort0086 @umn.edu

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 6:36 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy LA PADTE OF LATE FILED

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the o o
media. B AT

L

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final i SR
form, the public must have the opportunityto review

and comment on any specific changes the Commission

plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussionin a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

Iencourageyou to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:fort0086@umn.edu

Sharon Jenkins - Preserve

Media Diversiy: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an’

Sincerely,

Kim Fortin
401 9th St. SE#305
Minneapolis,Minnesota 55414
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From: gatherstones@att.net

To: Michael Copps

Date: Wed, Apr 2,2003 7:22 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process
FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps HTE OF

LATE FILET)

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repealor significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the ,
media. PN

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final .

form, the public must have the opportunity to review S Ly
and comment on any specific changes the Commission

plans to make.

If media ownershiprules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominantinfluence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:gatherstones@att.net
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Sincerely,

Patrick Brown
25 Golfview Lane
Reading, Pennsylvania 19606
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From: gatherstones@att. net

To: Mike Powell

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 7:22 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued infinal
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local mediafor advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believethat additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

Patrick Brown
25 Golfview Lane
Reading, Pennsylvania 19606
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From: gatherstones@att.net

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 7:22 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunityto review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no publiccomment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourageyou to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its powerto
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:gatherstones@att.net

Sincerely,

Patrick Brown
25 Golfview Lane
Reading, Pennsylvania 19606
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| Sharon Jenkins - Cross Ownership

From: Jerry D. Burling

To: Michael Copps

Date: Wed, Apr 2,2003 7:32 AM
Subject: Cross Ownership

Dear Commissioner Copps:

| strongly oppose the cross ownership of broadcasting and print media in the same community.

Please inform your fellow Commissioners, and Chairman Powell, that these regulations were erected to
protectthe American Public from slanted news and to prevent monopolistic practices, both, of which,
seem to be happening now in our national broadcasting arena. To widen this unfair, and uncompetitive,
practice to the print media, would seem to further deprive the American Public of the unfettered
distributionof unbiased news and free competition.

If the Commission wishes to further expand the ownership rule. | urge it to hold hearings on the subject to
correctly estimate the impact of such a move and to accurately determine the feelings of the American
People. Any other approachwould seem to be damaging to our freedoms as a nation.

Respectfully submitted,

Jerry D. Burling
Long Beach, California



From: ellispayne@yahoo.com

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 7:38 AM
Subject:

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competiion and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the maost popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaki
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,
no public comment has been received on any specific
changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

1 encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.

edia Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process
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Sincerely,

Barbaravan Davis
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From: ellispayne@yahoo.com

To: Michael Copps

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 7:36 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps.

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunityto review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

Iencourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, Not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed. we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keepthe rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

Barbaravan Davis



~Smaron Jenkins - Preserve Media Diversity: Keepthe FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

. Page? |

From: ellispayne@yahoo.com

To: Mike Powell

Date: Wed, Apr 2,2003 7:36 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell.

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changesto broadcastownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
ruleisissued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everythingin its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

Barbara van Davis



